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     Literature  

  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

How does the text 

demonstrate the 

development of the 

English language over 

time? 

 

What historical events 

led to the development 

of Old English and 

Middle English? 

 

What are the 

characteristics of epic 

poetry and the epic 

hero? 

 

How is the epic hero of 

early literature 

represented in the text 

and replicated 

throughout modern 

culture? 

 

What poetic devices did 

Anglo-Saxon poets use? 

What do we learn about 

medieval culture through 

Chaucer’s pilgrims? 

 

Origins of the English Language:  

Anglo-Saxon and Medieval 

Periods. 

 
Anglo-Saxon Period: 

 

Beowulf (12th grade anchor 

text) 

 

Middle Ages: 

Canterbury Tales (12th grade 

anchor text) 

 

Analyze historical, social, and 

cultural context of setting. 

 

Students read a wide range of 

literature from many periods in 

many genres to build an 

understanding of the many 

dimensions (e.g., philosophical, 

ethical, aesthetic) of human 

experience. 

 

Identify and apply literary 

terms: scops, wyrd, kennings, 

alliteration, caesura, archetype. 

 

Identify and apply literary 

terms: frame tales,    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choice of the following: 

Tests and quizzes 

―The Beowulf Boast‖ 

Informal written responses 

Media connections 

Class discussions 

 

 

 

Superhero video clips and 

references 

Video versions of the text 

Examples of Old English 

Internet sites 

―Mead Hall‖ 

Grendel by John Gardner 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

How does Hamlet fit the 

prototype of a 

Shakespearean tragic 

hero? 

 

What family dynamics 

are reflected within the 

play? 

 

Which outcomes of the 

play are justice and 

which are tragic waste? 

 

How do minor characters 

function to enhance 

Hamlet’s moral stature? 

 

How do we assign moral 

culpability to 

characters? 

 

How does tone convey 

meaning? 

 

What qualities does 

Horatio possess that 

make a good friend? 

What qualities must a 

good friend possess? 

 

Many of the characters 

Renaissance literature: 

 

Hamlet 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Students read a wide range of 

literature from many periods in 

many genres to build an 

understanding of the many 

dimensions (e.g., philosophical, 

ethical, aesthetic) of human 

experience. 

Identify irony, theme, tone, 

soliloquy, flashback, imagery, 

allusions, style, foreshadowing, 

comic relief, and suspense. 

 

 

 

Choice of the following: 

Tests and quizzes 

Informal written responses 

Media connections 

Class discussions 

 

 

 

Performance 

Movies/parodies 

Pop culture connections 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

in Hamlet seem to take 

for granted that certain 

deeds demand revenge. 

How can people reconcile 

the concept of revenge 

with a consistent ethical 

system? 

 

How does appearance 

versus reality play a 

major theme in Hamlet? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Macbeth is also an option for 

this literary period. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

 

How does the literature 

of the period reflect 

cultural and philosophical 

trends? 

What are the 

characteristics of 

Romantic literature? 

 

Romantic Period  

Any of the following: 

Rime of the Ancient Mariner 

Frankenstein 

Romantic poetry 

 

 

 

 

Analyze historical, social, and 

cultural context of setting. 

 

Students read a wide range of 

literature from many periods in 

numerous genres to build an 

understanding of the many 

dimensions (e.g., philosophical, 

ethical, aesthetic) of human 

experience. 

  

 

Tests and quizzes 

Literary responses 

Projects 

 

 

 

 

The 5 I’s (characteristics of 

Romantic literature):  

Imagination, Inspiration, 

Intuition, Idealism, and 

Individualism 

 

Read aloud/listen 

 

Media connections 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

 

How is satire used to 

effect social change? 

 

What techniques does 

Swift use to achieve 

satire? 

 

What are the 

differences between 

satire and parody? 

 
Restoration/18th Century 

Satire: 

 

Jonathan Swift’s “A Modest 

Proposal” 

 

Examine an author’s implicit and 

explicit philosophical 

assumptions and beliefs about a 

subject. 

 

Recognize and differentiate 

characteristics of subgenres, 

including satire, parody and 

allegory, and explain how choice 

of genre affects the expression 

of theme or topic. 

 

Evaluate ways authors develop 

point of view and style to 

achieve specific rhetorical and 

aesthetic purposes (e.g., 

through use of irony, tone, etc.), 

citing specific examples from 

text to support analysis. 

 

Tests and quizzes 

Literary responses 

Projects 

 

 

Lord of the Flies 

Media connections 

Examples of contemporary 

satire 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

What are the 

characteristics of 

Bildungsroman 

literature? 

 

How does one find his 

identity in the post-

modern era? 

 

How is adolescent angst 

transferred into a call 

for action? 

 

What is the effect of 

stream of consciousness 

on the development of 

characters? 

 

Modern Novel: 

 

The Catcher in the Rye (12th 

grade anchor text)  

 

Students adjust their use of 

spoken, written, and visual 

language (e.g., conventions, 

style, vocabulary) to 

communicate effectively with a 

variety of audiences and for 

different purposes. 

Analyze an author’s implicit and 

explicit philosophical 

assumptions and beliefs about a 

subject. 

 

Explain how voice and narrator 

affect the characterization, 

plot and credibility. 

 

Demonstrate comprehension by 

inferring themes, patterns, and 

symbols. 

 

Explain and analyze how the 

context of setting and author’s 

choice of point of view impact a 

literary text. 

 

Explain techniques used by 

 

Tests 

Quizzes 

Papers/Creative Writing 

 

 

 

Fantoma.com 

Power Points 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

authors to develop style. 

 

 

 

   

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

How could Lord of the 
Flies be viewed as an 

allegorical novel? 

 

What or whom do the 

various characters in the 

novel symbolize? 

 

How does human nature 

lead to the rise and fall 

of a civilization? 

Lord of the Flies (12th grade 

anchor text) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Optional novels:  

 

All Quiet on the Western 
Front 
Brave New World 

 

 

Examine an author’s implicit and 

explicit philosophical 

assumptions and beliefs about a 

subject. 

 

Analyze variations of universal 

themes in literary texts. 

 

Recognize and differentiate 

characteristics of subgenres, 

including satire, parody and 

allegory, and explain how choice 

of genre affects the expression 

of theme or topic. 

 

Evaluate ways authors develop 

point of view and style to 

achieve specific rhetorical and 

aesthetic purposes (e.g., 

symbolism), citing specific 

examples from text to support 

analysis. 

 

 

Tests and quizzes 

Literary responses 

Projects 

 

 

Lord of the Flies 

Media connections 
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Self-selection of 

reading material 

tailored to student 

interest enhances 

the enjoyment of 

reading. 

 

 

How does reading for 

pleasure differ from the 

study of literature? 

 

What are the benefits 

of reading for pleasure? 

 

How do we share ideas 

from what we read? 

Independent Reading 

 

Read complex texts 

independently, proficiently and 

fluently, sustaining 

concentration, monitoring 

comprehension, and when useful, 

rereading 

 

Research Skills 

 

Writing skills 

 

Presentation/Seminar 

Written Work 

 

Read/study authors 

 

Book talks 

 

Summaries 

 

Responses to quotations 

 

Personal responses 

 

Letters to the author 

   

Writing—Literary Analysis 

  
Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies 

 

 

 

 

What are various 

methods to effectively 

formulate and present 

ideas about a piece of 

literature?  

 

What are various 

methods to analyze the 

possible meaning(s) of a 

text? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Literary text 

Literary analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Produce texts that convey a 

message that is organized, 

coherent, sufficiently 

developed, and rhetorically 

appropriate in support of a 

thesis. 

 

Select appropriate quotations 

and passages from the text and 

integrate them in support of a 

thesis. 

 

Write responses to literature 

that provide an interpretation, 

recognize ambiguities, nuances 

 
Rubric for literary analysis 

 
Reading 

 

Discussion and/or Socratic 

seminar 

 

Writing process 

 

MLA guidelines 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 and complexities and that 

understand the author’s use of 

stylistic devices and effects 

created. 

 

Select and use an appropriate 

organizational structure to 

refine and develop ideas for 

writing. 

 

Use a variety of strategies to 

revise content, organization and 

style, and to improve word 

choice, sentence variety, clarity 

and consistency of writing. 

 

Properly cite sources, using a 

generally accepted citation 

system such as MLA or APA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Writing—Persuasive Writing 

  
Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

 

What are various 

methods to effectively 

 

Persuasive writing 

 

 

Produce texts that convey a 

message that is organized, 

 
Rubric for persuasive writing 

 
Letters to the editor 

Letters of complaint 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

formulate and present 

ideas about a piece of 

literature?  

 

What are various 

methods to analyze the 

possible meaning(s) of a 

text? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

coherent, sufficiently 

developed, and rhetorically 

appropriate in support of a 

thesis. 

 

Use a range of strategies to 

elaborate and persuade when 

appropriate, including appeal to 

logic, use of personal anecdotes, 

examples, beliefs, expert 

opinions and cause-effect 

reasoning. 

 

Select and use an appropriate 

organizational structure to 

refine and develop ideas for 

writing. 

 

Use a variety of strategies to 

revise content, organization and 

style, and to improve word 

choice, sentence variety, clarity 

and consistency of writing. 

 

Properly cite sources, using a 

generally accepted citation 

system such as MLA or APA. 

 

―Call to Action‖ piece 

Debate 

Writing process 

Logic, rhetorical devices 

MLA guidelines 
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Writing – Personal Narrative 

  
Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Activities/Resources 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How does one derive 

meaning from personal 

experiences and 

communicate it to a 

wider audience? 

 

What storytelling 

techniques are effective 

in personal narrative? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal narrative (college 

essay) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Compose reflective writings 

that balance reflections by 

using specific personal 

experiences to draw conclusions 

about life. 

 

Select and use an appropriate 

organizational structure to 

refine and develop ideas for 

writing. 

 

Use a variety of strategies to 

revise content, organization and 

style, and to improve word 

choice, sentence variety, clarity 

and consistency of writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Rubric for personal narrative 

 

Optional college application 

submission and/or community 

service project 

 
Writing process 

 

Strategies for composing an 

effective lead 

 

Use of ―show, don’t tell‖ 

strategies 

 

Use of figurative language, 

dialogue, and theme development 

 

Sharing aloud, peer response 

 

English 12 Vocabulary 
  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

 

How is meaning derived 

  

Analyze the relationships of 

 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Power Plus workbooks: 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

from word patterns (e.g., 

roots, prefixes, 

suffixes)? 

 

How does an expansive 

and growing vocabulary 

base add to a person’s 

overall ability to 

communicate? 

 

How can the meaning of 

unfamiliar vocabulary 

words be understood 

through context clues? 

Power Plus for the New 
SAT  

pairs of words in analogical 

statements (e.g., synonyms and 

antonyms, connotation and 

denotation) and evaluate the 

effectiveness of analogous 

relationships. 

 

Use knowledge of Greek, Latin 

and Anglo-Saxon roots, prefixes 

and suffixes to understand 

complex words. 

 

Use a variety of sentence 

structures and lengths (e.g., 

simple, compound and complex 

sentences; parallel or repetitive 

sentence structure). 

Inference exercises 

Critical reading exercises 

New SAT-style writing and 

grammar exercises 

Focused prefix, suffix, and root 

practice 

 

11th – 12th Grade Grammar 
  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

 

How is grammar related 

to the message conveyed 

in speech and writing? 

 
Revisit phrases, clauses, and 

sentence structure for variety 

in writing. 

 

Revisit pronoun, verb, and 

modifier usage. 

 

 

Demonstrate a command of the 

conventions of standard English 

grammar and usage. 

 

Make effective choices about 

grammar for meaning and style. 

 

 

Correct usage in writing 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Exercises 

Writing responses 

On-line grammar practice 

ACT/SAT grammar practice 

Power Plus for the New SAT 

Games, grammar hunts, etc. 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

Understand the transitive 

nature of usage conventions. 

 

Consult reference tools as 

needed for guidance in complex 

usage issues. 

 

11th – 12th Grade Punctuation 
  

Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

 

Read and listen to 

learn by exposing 

students to a 

variety of genres 

and comprehension 

strategies. 

 

Write to express 

thoughts by using 

writing process to 

 

How does correct use of 

capitalization and 

punctuation add to the 

meaning of writing? 

 

How do writers use 

capitalization and 

punctuation as tools to 

enhance communication? 

 

 
Revisit ellipses, dashes, 

parentheses, quotation marks, 

apostrophes, semicolons, and 

colons. 

 

Observe the conventions 

concerning using hyphens to join 

words. 

 

 

 

Demonstrate a command of the 

conventions of capitalization 

and punctuation. 

 

Make effective choices about 

punctuation for meaning and 

style. 

 

 

 

Correct usage in writing 

Tests/quizzes 

 

Exercises 

Writing responses 

On-line punctuation practice 

ACT/SAT punctuation practice 

Power Plus for the New SAT 

Games, punctuation activities, 

etc. 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Content  Skills/Standards Assessment + criteria Range of 

Activities/Resources 

produce a variety 

of written works. 

 

Speak to express 

thoughts 

effectively by 

using spoken and 

visual language to 

communicate 

effectively. 

 

 

 

 

Research 11th-12th 

 

Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources/Assessment 

Learn to responsibly 

borrow the ideas of 

others.  

 

Students will augment 

their understanding of 

various topics.  

 

Students will learn to 

legally report and 

document their 

research.  

 

 How can accurate 

research enhance your 

understanding of a 

topic?  

 What characteristics 

and techniques are 

unique to specific 

source types and 

media?  

 What purposes does 

researching serve in 

the real world? 

 How do I pick and 

 

Research Strategies:  

 Continue to create properly formatted works cited pages.  

 Show a variety of sources 

 Continue to do accurate parenthetical citations according to MLA 

or other stylebook guidelines.  

 Increase knowledge of MLA or other stylebook guidelines.   

 Discern between credible and non-credible sources 

 Explore various reliable databases 

 Continue to provide an introduction to and context for quotes, 

properly quote sources, and properly paraphrase sources  

 Learn balanced use of sources 

Teachers will choose from the following activities:  

 Research of topics relevant to texts read in class 

- Biographical information 

- Historical/ cultural context 

- Controversial topics  

- Critical approaches 

 Assessment 

- Persuasive essays 

- Multi-media projects 

- Multi-genre papers 

- Speeches 

- Video presentations 

- -Research papers 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources/Assessment 

argue a side of an 

argument using 

research?  

 What ethical issues 

are involved in 

researching?  

 How can I become an 

independent 

researcher?  

 What various research 

methods exist?  

 How and why should I 

acknowledge multiple 

sides of an argument?  

 How do I create a 

multi-genre research 

product tailored to a 

specific audience? 

 

 Continue to utilize effective research organization strategies 

 Effectively pick and argue a side using research 

 Recognize the ethical issues present in research 

 Distinguish between and utilize various research methods 

(quantitative, qualitative,) 

 Acknowledge opposing sides of arguments 

 Anticipate and addressing reader misconceptions.  

 

Core Readiness Writing Standards 

 Select and refine a topic or thesis that addresses the specific 

task and audience.  

 Represent and cite accurately the data, conclusions, and opinions 

of others.  

 Establish a substantive claim, distinguishing it from alternate or 

opposing claims.  

 Link claims and evidence and ensure that the evidence is relevant 

and sufficient to support the claims.  

 Acknowledge competing information or arguments, defending or 

qualifying the initial claim as appropriate.  

 Synthesize information from multiple, relevant sources, including 

graphics and quantitative information when appropriate, to develop 

an accurate picture of that information.  

 Convey complex information clearly and coherently to the audience 

through careful selection, organization, and presentation of the 

content.  

 Demonstrate understanding of the content by getting the key 

facts right, covering the essential points, and anticipating readers 

misconceptions.   

 

Core Readiness Reading Standards 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Curriculum Map-- Kings School District -English 12 Map 
 

15 
 

Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources/Assessment 

 Summarize the ideas, events, or information in the text and 

determine the main ideas and themes.  

 Interpret data, graphics, and words in the text, and combine the 

elements of information to achieve comprehension.  

 Follow the reasoning that supports and argument or explanation 

and assess whether the evidence provided is relevant and 

sufficient.  

 Ascertain the origin and credibility of print and online sources 

when conducting research.  

 Apply knowledge and concepts drawn from texts to other texts, 

contexts, and circumstances.  

 

Speaking and Listening Standards 

 Present information and findings clearly and persuasively, 

selecting an appropriate format, organization, and register for the 

purpose and audience.   

 

Speaking and Listening – 9th-12th 

 

Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

1. Speaking expresses 

thoughts, opinions, and 

ideas by using good 

communication skills to 

gain understanding. 

 Organization of ideas 

 Incorporation of 

details, statistics, 

and examples 

 

2. Communication is a 

Why is communication 

important?  

 

How will speaking and 

listening skills enhance 

one’s life?  

 

What makes 

communication clear, 

useful, and meaningful?  

 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
Grades  9 and 10 

1. Initiate and participate effectively in group discussions on grades 
9–10 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 
a. Prepare for discussions by reading and researching material under 

study and explicitly draw on that preparation in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines and to 

establish roles. 

c. Build on essential information from others’ input by asking questions 

and sharing comments that enrich discussions. 

d. Acknowledge the ideas and contributions of others in the group, 

Class Presentations 

Discussion Groups 

Socratic Seminars 

Class Participation 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

process whereby 

information is enclosed 

in a package and is 

channeled and 

imparted by a sender 

to a receiver via some 

medium. 

 

3. Good listening and 

observation skills are 

strategies to gain 

understanding of 

communication. 

 

4. Public speaking skills 

and strategies help in 

the interaction of 

working effectively 

with others. 

 

5. Communication skills 

and strategies 

effectively present 

ideas and one’s self in a 

variety of situations. 

 

 

 

 

 

How does one convey 

meaning verbally and 

nonverbally? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

reach decisions about the information and ideas under discussion, and 

complete the task. 

e. Evaluate whether the team has met its goals.  

2. Synthesize information presented visually or multimodality with 

other information presented orally, noting any discrepancies between 

the data that emerge as a result. 

 3. Evaluate the information conveyed and rhetoric used by a speaker 

or presenter, identifying logical errors in reasoning and exaggerated 

or distorted evidence. 

Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 
4. Plan and deliver relevant and sufficient evidence in support of 

findings and claims such that listeners can follow the reasoning, 

adjusting presentation to particular audiences and purposes.  

5. Make strategic use of digital media elements and visual displays of 

data to enhance understanding. 

 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 

demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or 

appropriate.  

 

Comprehension and Collaboration 
Grades 11 and 12 

 

1. Initiate and participate effectively in group discussions on grades 
11–12 topics, texts, and issues being studied in class. 
a. Prepare for discussions by distilling the evidence or information 

about the material under study and explicitly draw on that preparation 

in discussions. 

b. Cooperate with peers to set clear goals and deadlines, establish 

roles, and determine ground rules for decision making (e.g., informal 

consensus, taking votes on key issues, and presentation of alternate 

views). 

c. Propel conversations forward by asking questions that test the 
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Big ideas Essential Questions  Skills/Standards Activities/Resources and their assessment 

evidence and by sharing findings that clarify, verify, or challenge 

ideas and conclusions. 

d. Summarize accurately the comments and claims made on all sides of 

an issue and determine what additional information, research, and 

tasks are required for the team to complete the task. 

e. Evaluate whether the team has met its goals. 

2. Integrate multiple streams of data presented through various 

mediums, evaluating the reliability and credibility of each source of 

information in order to answer questions, solve problems, or build 

knowledge. 

3. Determine a speaker’s or presenter’s position or point of view by 

assessing the evidence, word choice, points of emphasis, and tone 

used. 

 
Presentation of Knowledge and Idea 
Grades 11 and 12 
4. Plan and deliver focused and coherent presentations that convey 

clear and distinct perspectives such that the line of reasoning and 

sources of support are clear and alternative perspectives are 

addressed, adjusting presentation to particular audiences and 

purposes. 

5. Make strategic use of digital media elements and visual displays of 

data to enhance understanding. 

6. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and communicative tasks, 

demonstrating a command of formal English when indicated or 

appropriate.  

 

 


